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To Kill a Mockingbird 
Historical Background Webquest 

 

A: Jim Crow Laws 
http://goo.gl/sWiwG  
 

1. What were Jim Crow laws? 

2. How did many religious leaders of the era address Jim Crow laws? 

3. How did many scientists of the era address Jim Crow laws? 

4. Briefly explain four of the etiquette guidelines under Jim Crow: 

a.   

b.   

c.   

d.   

5. List the four of the seven simple rules for African Americans under Jim Crow: 

a.   

b.   

c.   

d.   

 

http://goo.gl/sWiwG


 

B: Stock Market Crash 
https://bit.ly/2PPyqXE   
 
6. What was the date of “Black Thursday”?  What happened on this day? 

7. What caused the Stock Market Crash of 1929? 

8. How did the Stock Market Crash affect the economy? 

9. Who is credited with ending the economic turmoil that followed the Stock Market Crash? 

C: The Great Depression 
https://goo.gl/WKw1Tz  
 
10. What were two causes of the Great Depression? 

a.   

b.   

11. What percentage of Americans were unemployed during the peak of the depression? 

12. What president did Americans primarily blame for the state of America during the depression? 

13. On what did this president (answer to #12) blame this depression? 

14. What were Hoovervilles?  What were “Bachelor Cabins”? 

 

https://bit.ly/2PPyqXE
https://goo.gl/WKw1Tz


 

D: The Scottsboro Boys 
Article: http://goo.gl/DVsyad  
Video: https://goo.gl/YGZjqb  
 
15. Who were the Scottsboro Boys?  Of what were they accused? 

16. When did the case begin? 

17. How did this case impact racial discrimination in the South? 

18. Briefly summarize how this case began (i.e., what led to the accusations)? 

19. What was the national reaction to this trial? 

20. What were the rulings by the Supreme Court (1932 Powell v. Alabama, 1935 Norris v. Alabama)? 

21. What happened to the nine “Scottsboro Boys” (i.e., how were their cases resolved)? 

a. Haywood Patterson 

b. Clarence Norris 

c. The Four Youngest 

d. The Others 

http://goo.gl/DVsyad
https://goo.gl/YGZjqb


 

E: About Harper Lee 
http://goo.gl/Cylioj  
 
22. Where was Harper Lee born?  When did she die? Where did she live at the time of her death? 

23. Who was one of her closest childhood friends?  For what is he well known? 

24. Explain Harper Lee’s role in the nonfiction book, In Cold Blood. 

25. What was Lee’s inspiration for her novel? 

26. When was To Kill a Mockingbird published?  What kind of reviews did her novel receive? 

27. When was the novel adapted into a movie?  What kind of reviews did the movie receive? 

28. What is the title of Lee’s second novel that was released in the summer of 2015? 

29. What is the new novel about?  

30. Explain the controversy surrounding Lee’s newly released novel. 

http://goo.gl/Cylioj

