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Poetry Anthology Introduction
For this anthology, I chose to focus on the poet Robert Frost because he has always been
one of my favorite poets. I particularly like the way he juxtaposes complex poetic structures with
simplistic diction as he explores psychologically complex ideas.
According to the Academy of American Poets, Frost’s poetry “is principally associated
with the life and landscape of New England,” and his poems often explored “dark meditations on
universal themes” with an emphasis on using “language as it is actually spoken” (“Robert
Frost”). In “Voice in Writing Again: Embracing Contraries,” Peter Elbow explains that Frost was
often “preoccup[ied] with a voice in written language” (Elbow 169). Frost himself explained that
“All that can save [written language] is the speaking tone of voice somehow entangled in the
words and fastened to the page for the ear of the imagination” (qtd. in Elbow 176). For this
reason, Frost’s poems are quite easy to read and understand on the surface, but analyzing the
poems often leads to a drastically different conclusion than the initial assumptions that the first
read might suggest. Similarly, the poems can be read and enjoyed by a diverse audience of
readers. A younger reader will be able to understand and enjoy the simple language and singsong rhythms of some of the poems while a more mature reader can enjoy peeling back the
complex layers to reveal challenging universal truths. This anthology focuses on three Frost
poems that illustrate this dichotomy between the simple and the complex.

AP-STYLE POETRY ANALYSIS PROMPT

The following poem by Robert Frost explores the relationship between nature and change. Read the
carefully. Then, considering such elements as imagery, figurative language, and tone, write a wellorganized essay which you analyze how Frost explores the relationship between nature and change.

Nothing Gold Can Stay
By Robert Frost
Nature’s first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf’s a flower;
But only so an hour.
Then leaf subsides to leaf.
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So Eden sank to grief,
So dawn goes down to day.
Nothing gold can stay.

Frost, Robert. “Nothing Gold Can Stay.” © 1923
Published in Bedford Introduction to Poetry, edited by
Steward Johnson, Bedford/St. Martin’s, p. 3013.

AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
SCORING GUIDELINES
Robert Frost, “Nothing Gold Can Stay”
The score should reflect the quality of the essay as a whole—its content, style, and mechanics. Reward students for
what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point above the otherwise
appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3.
9–8

These essays offer a persuasive analysis of how Frost explores the relationship between nature and
change through elements such as imagery, figurative language, and tone. The writers of these essays
offer a range of interpretations; they provide convincing readings of the meaning of the poem related to
the relationship between nature and change and Frost’s use of elements such as imagery, figurative
language, and tone. They demonstrate consistent and effective control over the elements of composition in
language appropriate to the analysis of the poetry. Their textual references are apt and specific. Though
they may not be error-free, these essays are perceptive in their analysis and demonstrate writing that is clear
and sophisticated, and in the case of a 9, especially persuasive.

7–6

These essays offer a reasonable analysis of how Frost explores the relationship between nature and
change through elements such as imagery, figurative language, and tone. They are less thorough or less
precise in their discussion of the meaning of the poem related to the relationship between nature and
change and Frost’s use of elements such as imagery, figurative language, and tone. Their analysis of
the relationship and the use of elements is less convincing. These essays demonstrate the student’s ability to
express ideas clearly, making references to the text, although they do not exhibit the same level of effective
writing as the 9-8 papers. Essays scored a 7 present better-developed analysis and more consistent
command of the elements of effective composition than do essays scored a 6.
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These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible analysis of how Frost explores the relationship
between nature and change through elements such as imagery, figurative language, and tone, but tend
to be superficial or pedestrian in their analysis of the relationship between meaning and the use of elements.
They often rely on paraphrase, which may contain some analysis, implicit or explicit. Their analysis of the
meaning of the poem related the relationship between nature and change or of Frost’s use of such
elements as imagery, figurative language, and tone may be vague, formulaic, or minimally supported by
references to the text. There may be minor misinterpretations of the poem. These students demonstrate
some control of language, but their essays may be marred by surface errors. These essays are not as well
conceived, organized, or developed as 7-6 essays.

4–3

These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of the passage. The analysis may be partial,
unconvincing, or irrelevant, or may ignore the way Frost explores the relationship between nature and
change or Frost’s use of literary elements. Evidence from the poem may be slight or misconstrued, or the
essays may rely on paraphrase only. The writing often demonstrates a lack of control over the conventions
of composition: inadequate development of ideas, accumulation of errors, or a focus that is unclear,
inconsistent, or repetitive. Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreading and/or demonstrate inept
writing

2–1

These essays compound the weaknesses of the papers in the 4-3 range. They may persistently misread the
passage or be unacceptably brief. They may contain pervasive errors that interfere with understanding.
Although some attempt has been made to respond to the prompt, the student’s ideas are presented with little
clarity, organization, or support from the passage. Essays scored a 1 contain little coherent discussion of the
passage.

Along the Winding Road
By Mrs. Oualline
I am not where I thought I’d be
Or where I wished to go,
But surely Fate has taken me
Along this winding road.
I once saw many flashing lights,
Excitement everywhere,
Not open skies and quiet nights
Or simple country fare.
But grander is this little place
Than I thought it could be.
With all its charm and Southern grace,
This place somehow suits me.
The stars as bright as city lights,
The air as fresh as Spring,
The open sky that somehow might
Enchantment with it bring.
The wind that rustles through the trees
And sings an Autumn tune
Is just the melody I need
To beat the Winter blues.
The moonlight that illuminates
And dances on the lake—
It fills my heart and fascinates;
My Spirit is awake.
Though I’m not where I thought I’d be
Or where I wished to go,
I’m grateful Fate has taken me
Along this winding road.

Theme Statement:
Life often brings about unexpected
journeys and destinations, but embracing
the unexpected may also lead to
unexpected joy and contentment.

Poetic Rationale:
I chose to write this poem as a ballad,
composed of quatrains with an ABAB
rhyme scheme and ballad meter
(alternating lines in iambic tetrameter
and iambic trimeter). Frost’s poems
always follow a set rhyme scheme, and
he loves to play with form and meter,
though none of the Frost poems I chose
are written in ballad meter. Like Frost, I
elevate natural imagery and emphasize
simplicity with my diction. The
repetition in the first and last stanza is
characteristic of Frost’s style, especially
in the poems I chose to analyze.
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