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This article begins by noting that owning a slave like Tubman would be “a 

problem” since she was unable to accept slavery for herself or anyone else. Clemens 

describes how she escaped but then made 19 return trips to the South to deliver people 

from the South to the “Promised Land” or the North. Clemens describes a few close calls 

Tubman had, and then explains that she worked for the Union army during the Civil War. 

He then describes her activities during her retirement as she worked to help women gain 

the right to vote. He closes with a Frederick Douglass quote. 

Clemens’s description of Tubman’s brave activities includes key information that 

paints a picture of a daring, clever, humanitarian. This article definitely helps me 

understand the kind of person Tubman was and what motivated her to take the risks she 

did to help others reach freedom. I can understand her persona (brave and humanitarian) 

and the context of her work thanks to this article. This source is fairly reliable; however, 

the magazine it came from seems to be a magazine for younger people, so I might want to 

find a more sophisticated source for my research. According to the magazine’s website, 

they have won “every major publishing award in North America,” which sounds like an 



 
 
 

Cougar 2 
 

overstatement, but their webpage has clear information about authors and publications. 

Therefore, it seems like a reliable if slightly designed-for-younger-audiences source. 

"Harriet Tubman." WikiOnline. Published 3 June 2015. 21 Oct. 2013. wikimedia.com 

This article is in the form of a list of “facts” about Harriet Tubman. It has an 

uncited, uncredited photo of someone that may be Tubman to start the article. The facts 

listed are about her origins, her suffering from narcolepsy, her owners’ opinion of her 

condition, her love life, where she took people, what she carried with her, her work with 

the Civil War, a comment by Frederick Douglass, her wax statue, and John Coltrane’s 

tribute to her. 

Although the facts sound believable, none of them are cited, and the website does 

not properly cite any of the information or the picture that appears on the page. The 

author provides no credentials. The language is informal (“She’s about as famous as 

Benjamin Franklin,” which is determined how?). The website where this list appears has 

a number of ads, which indicates that the website may be for profit. There is no “about” 

section on the website where I can learn more about the website’s purpose, mission, or 

authority. There is also a link where I can submit information to the website. That doesn’t 

seem typical of a reliable website that is designed to provide reliable information. 

Ultimately, this website does not seem reliable or trustworthy enough to use for any kind 

of scholastic endeavor. Even though the article could help me understand the rhetorical 

situation, since I can’t trust it, I would search for information elsewhere.  

 

**NOTE THAT YOUR ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY WILL HAVE FOUR 

SOURCES, NOT TWO! 


