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Annotated Bibliography Rubric 
 

Category Exemplary (5) Proficient (4) Emerging (3) Insufficient (0-2) 
Annotated 

articles 
(x3) 

All four articles have 
annotation that reflects a 
deep reading and thorough 
evaluation of each source 
All four articles are printed 
in a way that accurately 
represents the source (e.g. 
student has used print 
screen when appropriate to 
show ads) 

All four articles have 
annotations; at least four 
reveal a complete reading 
and evaluation of the source 
The complete content of all 
four articles is printed, but 
student may have printed 
articles in a way that omits 
things like ads 

All four articles have 
annotations, but three or 
more are surface-level 
annotations and do not 
reflect a good evaluation of 
the source 
Some articles may be 
missing pages or may 
otherwise be difficult for 
teacher to evaluate 

At least one article lacks 
any annotation or the 
annotations overall do not 
effectively convey the 
student’s reading and/or 
evaluation of the source 
Articles are disorganized 
and/or articles are missing 

Selection of 
sources 

(x3) 

Student has correctly 
identified and included four 
reliable sources appropriate 
for high school research 
 

There is a minor issue with 
one of the sources student 
has identified as appropriate 
for high school research 
 

There is a minor issue with 
two or more of the sources 
student has identified as 
appropriate for high school 
research 
 
 

Student has not correctly 
identified/included any 
reliable sources as 
appropriate for high school 
research 

MLA style 
(x4) 

All MLA formatting is 
correct 

One or two minor issues 
with MLA formatting 

More than two minor issues 
with MLA formatting 
and/or one major issue with 
MLA formatting 

Several issues with MLA 
formatting are distracting 
and indicate failure to 
master task 

Summaries 
(x4) 

All article summaries 
accurately present the 
beginning, middle, and end 
of each article in a 
completely objective way 
Each summary is concise 
and is an appropriate length 
based on article (ideally, 
100 words) 

Minor subjectivity or 
another small issue in one 
or two summaries  
Each summary is an 
appropriate length based on 
article (ideally, 100 words) 

Subjectivity or other issues 
in three or four summaries 
Length of summaries is 
slightly inappropriate based 
on article length 

Consistent problems 
throughout summaries 
indicate a failure to master 
task 
Length of summaries 
reflects a serious lack of 
effort and/or attempt to 
revise paper 

Critiques 
(x4) 

Subjective critiques all 
accurately evaluate each 
source’s content, quality, 
appropriateness for 
research, and relevance to 
rhetorical situation (CAPP) 

All but one of the 
summaries accurately 
evaluate each article’s 
content, quality, and 
appropriateness for 
research, and relevance to 
rhetorical situation (CAPP) 

Two of the critiques do not 
accurately evaluate the 
articles’ content, quality, 
and appropriateness for 
research, and relevance to 
rhetorical situation (CAPP) 

Problems throughout 
critiques demonstrate that 
student has not mastered the 
task of critiquing sources 

Conventions 
(x2) 

Writing is virtually error 
free 

Though a few errors may 
appear, they do not 
seriously impede readability 
of the writing   

Though errors appear 
throughout paper, they do 
not seriously impede 
readability of the writing   

Frequent errors in standard 
writing conventions 
interfere with the meaning  
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