
American Speeches 
Annotated Bibliography Assignment 

 
For this assignment, you will research the rhetorical situation for a pivotal speech in American history. 

 
Steps for this assignment: 

1. Choose the speech you want to analyze 
2. Research the rhetorical situation that “inspired” the speech 
3. Create an annotated bibliography that summarizes and evaluates your sources 
4. The speech you choose SHOULD explore a topic you would be interested in writing a complete research 

paper about 
 
Step 1: Choose a speech to research and analyze 
Below is a list of pivotal speeches from American history. You may choose one of these speeches or you may find a speech 
you would like to analyze; your teacher MUST approve any speech you choose that is not on this list, and it must be 
comparable to those listed below. You will eventually write a research paper analyzing this speech using the sources you 
find for this annotated bibliography assignment.  For now, we’re just finding and evaluating sources.  
 
Here are links to the text of these speeches: 

● “Nobel Lecture” by Malala Yousafzai 
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2014/yousafzai-lecture_en.html 

● “Gender equality is your issue too” by Emma Watson 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2014/9/emma-watson-gender-equality-is-your-issue-too 

● “The Space Shuttle ‘Challenger’ Tragedy Address” by Ronald Reagan 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ronaldreaganchallenger.htm 

● “The Perils of Indifference” by Elie Wiesel 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/PDFFiles/Elie%20Wiesel%20-%20Indifference.pdf 

● “Pearl Harbor Address to the Nation” by Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/fdrpearlharbor.htm 

● “Inaugural Address of President John F. Kennedy” by John F. Kennedy 
https://www.jfklibrary.org/Research/Research-Aids/Ready-Reference/JFK-Quotations/Inaugural-Address.aspx 

● “House Divided” by Abraham Lincoln  
http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/house.htm 

● “Farewell Address” by Barack Obama 
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-obama-farewell-speech-transcript-20170110-story.html 

 
Steps 2-4  

● We will practice writing an annotated bibliography entry for reliable sources.  
● You will have class time in the library and computer lab to check out the speeches listed above and/or to search 

for a speech about a topic of your choice.  
Step 5 
To be turned in when you come to class on Friday, January 19th: 

● An annotated PRINTED copy of each of your FOUR sources 
o Annotated = take notes on the printed copy of each  source like we did on the practice sources  
o Each copy of  a source should be the entire article printed from a database and/or all content of the website or article 

you have cited 
● Sources should be in the same order in which they appear in your annotated bibliography and on your works cited for the 

bibliography 
● The final, perfect draft of your annotated bibliography must also be turned in to 

turnitin.com by MIDNIGHT on Friday, January 19th 
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