
 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY GUIDELINES 

 

Step ONE: Research 
Using the library databases, find reliable sources focused on your topic and your main points of argument. Think 
rhetorically about your sources by considering each source’s degree of editorial review, stability, advocacy, and authority. 
The best sources for this research assignment will include peer-reviewed scholarly sources, public affairs sources, advocacy 
sources, and government sources, but evaluate each one to maintain your credibility as a writer. You may not use 
commercial sources. Do not Google the topic and find random sources from the Internet. You must have FOUR 
scholarly, credible sources on the research topic. 

You will have FOUR SCHOLARLY, CREDIBLE SOURCES for this annotated bibliography: 
- The speech you have selected (check out AmericanRhetoric.com) 
- Biographical information about the speaker 
- Information about the rhetorical situation that prompted the speech 
- An additional source about events referenced in the speech 

 

Step TWO: Read and Annotate Each Source 
An annotated bibliography is a list of sources for your research paper.  Like a Works Cited page, the sources are listed 
alphabetically by last name of the author (or by title, if no author) with a complete and correct MLA citation.  The 
annotation that follows the works cited entry should complete the following: 

● Summarize the author’s main claims or argument, and 
● Evaluate the points that are relevant to your research 

 

Summarize the Author’s Argument:  
For each annotation, please write one paragraph summarizing the argument using the following format. 
 

1. Name of the author with a rhetorically accurate verb (e.g., argues, claims, explains) followed by a 
“that” clause reporting the author’s thesis. 

2. A brief but accurate explanation of how the author develops or supports the thesis, usually in the 
same order as the main points in the source. 

3. A statement of the author’s purpose followed by an “in order to” phrase. 

4. An overall statement of the conclusions of the source. 

 
Ex. Terry Castle argues that the American school system is failing minorities. Castle 

utilizes statistics showing the high dropout rates of minorities to demonstrate the 
severity of the problem. She pinpoints three major causes of minority failure in 
American schools: lack of role models, poor study skills, and environmental conditions. 
Castle illustrates the severity of the problem in order to persuade the reader that the 
American school system must be overhauled. She concludes by suggesting that we 
rethink how we educate our minorities and provides the reader with two ways to rebuild 
the education system: recruit more minority teachers and provide students with an 
integrated curriculum. 



 
 

Evaluate the Source: 
This is your evaluation of whether the article is reliable, trustworthy information; include what information you                
think will help you understand the rhetorical situation (context, audience, persona, purpose) of your speech. 

1. How reliable or trustworthy is the source? Be sure to consider the reputation of the publication, the 
credibility of the writer, the inclusion of references, and other observations that help you determine the 
credibility of the source. 

2. How does this source help you better understand the rhetorical situation (context, audience, persona, 
purpose) of your speech?  

 
Ex. This source is published in a well-known academic journal that I located through our 

library’s database, so the publication has the scholarly credibility necessary for this 
research project. The author biography at the end of the article notes that she has written 
three books about Martin Luther King, Jr., so she is clearly an expert in her field. 
Furthermore, her extensive list of sources aids the credibility of her argument. The writer 
beautifully and artfully describes the scene on the Washington Mall the day that King 
delivered his “I Have a Dream” speech, which helps me to better understand the context. 
The author also provides an in-depth profile of King based on multiple interviews with his 
family members and fellow Civil Rights activists, which helps establish his persona as a 
passionate, dedicated advocate for racial equality. 

 
Required Format: This typed paper must also follow these guidelines: double-spaced, 12-point Times or Times               
New Roman font, printed on one side of page only, MLA heading at top and title centered, and one-inch margins for                     
text. Failure to do this will result in a 10-point deduction in your grade. 

 
For an example showing exactly how your Annotated Bibliography should look, see my website. 


