
The Crucible Project 
Choose ONE of the Following Assignments 

 
1. ONE PERSON: Write a "lost scene" or an “alternate ending” for The Crucible that emulates Miller’s writing style, vocabulary, and 

technique. Explain at the beginning (in your own words) where it would fit into the play. You must include stage directions and 
character dialog (in the same format as the play).  It must be at least 30 lines long and written in language true to the time period. 

 
2. ONE PERSON: Arthur Miller, the author of The Crucible, said: “I think works of art change the consciousness of people and their 

estimates of who they are and what they stand for.”  Write a 500-750 word persuasive response that considers how The Crucible proves 
this statement to be true.  Be sure to reference both the play and the historical context as support for your argument. 

 
3. TWO-FOUR PEOPLE: Write a newspaper called the Salem Star. Your final copy should look like a newspaper and must be at least four 

pages in length. The paper should include illustrations and five of the nine options below: 
A. A news story about the trial, John’s hanging, or Reverend 

Hale’s arrival in Salem. 
F. A feature story about the Proctor family (John, Elizabeth, 
their sons)—include how close and loving they are 

B. An advice column where Mary Warren writes in for advice 
about whether or not she should testify against Abigail. 

G. A crossword puzzle using the characters’ names and events 
from the trial. 

C. A decree from Reverend Parris announcing members of 
the village who have been excommunicated. 

H. A “crime beat” news story about girls dancing at the 
beginning of the play 

D. At least 10 classified ads that are advertising things that in 
the story, such as Mary Warren’s “poppet,” Abigail’s needle 
that she stabs herself with, the cauldron the girls dance 
around, Parris’ pewter candlesticks, etc. 

I. An obituary section for those who died during the trials. 

E. A feature story about Abigail and how hard it is doing 
“God’s work.” 

…or check with me if you have another idea 

 
4. FOUR-FIVE PEOPLE: Invite characters from the play to appear on a talk show segment.  The host must ask questions about their 

motivations, feelings, and opinions of the trials.  This may be performed live OR videotaped.  Note that you will need to dress as if 
you were on a talk show and provide a script for your show as well.  Your talk show segment should last AT LEAST 5-6 minutes. 

 
5. FOUR-FIVE PEOPLE: Create a skit adapted from the play (filmed or performed live in class).  You may either adapt one major scene or 

a brief overview of the entire play.  You must provide a script with your video or performance.  If you choose to film your skit, you are 
responsible for the quality of your video, and you must bring your video file on a flash drive. 

 
Grading: 
This project will be one Academic Achievement (major) grade for the Third six weeks. Your 
grade will include the following: 

-Quality of the Project (40 points) 
-Meets Guidelines (30 points) 
-Overall Effectiveness/Execution (30 points) 
-Completed ON TIME (minus 25 points per day late, zero after two days) 

 
 
 

Please take full advantage of the opportunity this project provides to you to maintain an excellent grade for this six weeks. If you 
work hard, follow the guidelines, and put effort into the project, you will be happy with the results. If you wait until the last minute, 
do not follow the guidelines, and your project reflects minimal effort, you will probably not be happy with the grade that you earn. 

 
 
 

I Expect All Work To Be Final Copy Quality AND Reflect Excellent Effort 
  



Crucible Project Student Signature Sheet 
 
I understand the guidelines set forth on the handout I received for The Crucible project.  
 

Since this is a major grade, I understand that the effort that I put into it should equal the amount of credit that I wish to 
receive for it. 
 

If I have any questions at all, I will definitely ask Mrs. Oualline/Ms. Shelley because she is kind and good and wants me to 
receive a good grade.  ALSO, she knows that I may be wildly creative and come up with a good idea that she did not think of 
that she would love to approve.  
 

I know that if I do not check with her before altering the requirements, she may have to dock my grade since I did not 
follow the instructions... no matter how good my project is. 
 
 

X                 
 signed name     printed name     date 
 
 

X                 
 signed name     printed name     date 
 
 

X                 
 signed name     printed name     date 
 
 

X                 
 signed name     printed name     date 
 
 

X                 
 signed name     printed name     date 
 

 
Crucible Project Rubric: 
 
The Project reflects 
the highest quality of 

work and exceeds 
expectations. 

The Project Meets 
Guidelines Set Forth 

by the Teacher. 

The final product was 
effective and well 

executed. 

COMMENTS: 
 Need to proof read/check for 

errors in spelling, usage, 
punctuation, capitalization. 

 I’m not sure you understood the 
expectations. 

 MLA formatting issues (font, 
heading, spacing) 

 You’re almost there!                                                       
 I can tell that you understand 

the theme/characters/big ideas 
in The Crucible - well done! 

 Your project choice was a great 
choice for you – very creative 
presentation of the subject! 

 May I keep this as an example 
for future Crucible projects? 

Definitely. 
(40 points) 

Definitely. 
(30 points) 

Definitely. 
(30 points) 

For the most part. 
(35 points) 

For the most part. 
(25 points) 

For the most part. 
(25 points) 

Kind of. 
(30 points) 

Kind of. 
(20 points) 

Kind of. 
(20 points) 

Not at all. 
(25 points) 

Not at all. 
(15 points) 

Not at all. 
(15 points) 

 

Total Points:    

Late Deductions:    

Project Grade:    


