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Researching Relevance Research Paper 
 
Evaluation 
Category + 

Point 
Multiplier 

Exemplary 
(10 points) 

 

Proficient 
(8 points) 

 

Emerging 
(6 points) 

 

Unsatisfactory 
(0-4 points if present) 

Content (x3) 
 

The content of the introduction 
and conclusion is thoughtful, 
engaging, unique, and 
effective 
The paper clearly and 
thoughtfully states how the 
novel is relevant to a modern 
audience 
Evidence from sources 
effectively supports thesis 
statement (minimum of six) 
Student’s commentary 
thoughtfully explains how 
each piece of evidence 
supports thesis  
 

The content of the 
introduction and conclusion is 
effective 
The paper clearly states how 
the novel is relevant to a 
modern audience 
Evidence from sources 
supports thesis statement 
Student’s commentary 
explains how each piece of 
evidence supports thesis 
All six sources are utilized 
effectively in paper. 
 

The introduction and/or 
conclusion lacks development, 
original thought, is not 
engaging, or has other flaws 
Although an attempt is made 
to connect the novel’s 
relevance to a modern 
audience, the connection is 
weak or shallow 
Most evidence from sources 
supports thesis statement 
Commentary generally 
explains how evidence 
supports thesis, but some 
connections need to be 
stronger 
 

The introduction and/or 
conclusion has flaws that are 
distracting rather than engaging 
Unclear or ineffective statement 
of novel’s relevance to a modern 
audience 
Connection between evidence 
from sources and thesis is 
unclear 
Major lapses in commentary fail 
to consistently connect evidence 
to thesis 
Student may replace the 
assigned task with a simpler 
task (such as summarizing 
events or information from 
articles); paper may be poorly 
developed (< 5 developed par) 

Organization 
(x2) 
 

Introduction and conclusion 
provide a masterful sense of 
beginning and ending to 
essay 
Body paragraphs (including 
topic sentences) have a clear 
and effective organizational 
strategy that enhances the 
content 
Particularly effective 
techniques (transition words 
and phrases, repetition of key 
words, pronoun reference, 
parallelism) create coherence 
throughout essay  

Introduction and conclusion 
effectively begin and end 
essay 
Body paragraphs (including 
topic sentences) have an 
effective organizational 
strategy that facilitates the 
reader’s understanding 
Effective use of techniques 
for creating coherence 
throughout essay 
 

Introduction and conclusion 
are present but may lack a 
sense of coherence with the 
rest of the paper 
While an organizational 
strategy is present in body 
paragraphs, it is not always 
effective and/or does little to 
enhance understanding; topic 
sentences may demonstrate 
weaknesses 
Paper would benefit from 
more masterful use of 
techniques for creating 
coherence 

Introduction and conclusion fail 
to enhance organization of 
essay 
Organizational strategy 
(including topic sentences) is 
unclear or ineffective 
Paper lacks a clear strategy for 
building coherence throughout 
essay 

Language 
Use (x2) 
 

Vocabulary is enriched and 
especially apt; figurative 
language, diction, and syntax 
purposefully contribute to the 
essay’s effectiveness 
Effective and clearly 
intentional variety of sentence 
structures enhances 
effectiveness of paper  

Vocabulary is effective 
throughout paper  
Variety of sentence 
structures enhances essay 

Although some effective 
vocabulary choices are 
present, some impoverished 
vocabulary detracts from 
quality of essay  
Sentences are correctly 
structured but lack variety or 
intentional purpose in 
structure 

Impoverished vocabulary 
demonstrates a strong need for 
additional revising; may have 
mistakes in usage 
Mistakes or impoverished 
sentence structure choices 
distract from essay’s 
effectiveness  
Poorly/not embedded 
quotations 

MLA 
Formatting 
(x2) 
 

All elements of MLA style are 
correct, including the heading, 
page numbers, works cited, 
and internal documentation 
Completely correct 
documentation. Six reliable 
sources, including novel are 
cited and included in final 
draft 

Very few minor errors in 
MLA style are present, 
including the heading, page 
numbers, works cited, and 
internal documentation  
One minor error in 
documentation.  

Minor errors in MLA style are 
present, including the 
heading, page numbers, 
works cited, and internal 
documentation 
More than one minor error in 
documentation.  

Numerous errors in MLA style 
are present, including the 
heading, page numbers, works 
cited, and internal 
documentation 
Documentation is not completed 
per teacher instructions. Sources 
not included in envelope. 

Conventions 
(x1) 

Writing is virtually error free Though a few errors may 
appear, they do not 
seriously impede readability 
of the writing   

Though errors appear 
throughout paper, they do not 
seriously impede readability 
of the writing   

Frequent errors in standard 
writing conventions interfere with 
the meaning OR a distracting 
number of smaller errors 
indicate poor revising/editing 

 


