
Cougar 1 
 

Ima Cougar 

Mrs. Oualline 

English III-7 

22 March 2016 

University of Texas at San Antonio 

 The University of Texas at San Antonio is a college I would like to attend in the 

aftermath of my high school graduation. I plan on majoring in Criminal Justice with a minor in 

Cyber Security. I have collected research on the history, the application process, financial aid, 

major/minor, and career opportunities. 

History and Tradition at UTSA 

 UTSA has decades of rich history and many traditions that most people wouldn’t know 

about. The first subject on the University history website is the voting of the city to fund the 

creation of a new University in San Antonio. After voting occurred the University of Texas 

absorbed the project of creating a new UT college in San Antonio. Many years passed and they 

started to grow immensely so the school expanded its academic reach by implementing new 

classes and becoming the top University in the eastern hemisphere for Cyber Security. “NSA has 

accredited UTSA as a Center of Research Excellence in Information Assurance, so students have 

a greater chance of landing internships and jobs” (Department of Info Systems and Cyber 

Security) More years passed, and the president of UTSA decided that the school is better than it 

is currently classified as, so he started the campaign to make the University of Texas at San 

Antonio the fifth Tier One School in Texas. Later the school was awarded the safest library, a 

library that is both fire and mortar proof (the president never said why he made the library mortar 

proof). Since UTSA is a newer school it doesn’t have many traditions but the biggest tradition 
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they have is rowdy night, after every athletic win all the students come to the center of the 

campus to watch a light and fireworks show. Many other schools have more history and 

traditions, but the other schools don’t celebrate them as good as UTSA does. 

Admissions and Financial aid 

 All schools have it, all students dread it, and everyone has to go through it, College 

Admission requirements. The UTSA website was extremely helpful and simple in showing what 

scores and grades are needed to enter a chance into attending their University. “Top 25%-

Guaranteed Admission (SAT/ACT), Second 25% SAT 1100: Guaranteed Admission <1100 

Committee Review ACT 24 guaranteed admission <19 Committee Review, Third 25% >1000 

committee review ACT >21 committee Review” (Undergraduate Admissions). One of the many 

wishes when going to a College or University is to not have to pay for the whole thing; UTSA 

provides an array of scholarships and grants to help students get through College. After looking 

at the official UTSA website I saw many scholarships available to help students get through their 

courses. One of the scholarships available is the Kirkpatrick scholarship, and the requirements 

are “Student selection will be based on merit and need, along with involvement in unpaid 

community service with nonprofit agencies, public agencies, local hospitals, religious institutions 

or the military.  Students must also demonstrate financial need as determined by UTSA's Office 

of Student Financial Aid.  Students need to be enrolled at UTSA for at least 6 credit hours and 

must have a minimum cumulative GPA of at least 2.0” (UTSA Public Administration) 

Major/Minor College Courses 

 As a UTSA student you have hundreds of courses and colleges to choose from, one of the 

biggest colleges at the University of Texas at San Antonio is the College of Public Policy, and 

the most popular major in Public Policy is Criminal Justice and Criminology. The requirements 
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for this undergraduate course are “A grade point average of 3.0 or better in the last 60 semester 

credit hours of undergraduate work as well as all previous graduate work. Have 18 credit hours 

in criminal justice, Criminology, or a closely-related discipline, or professional experience the 

justice system.” (UTSA College of Public Policy). The University of Texas at San Antonio has 

one of the country’s most promising Criminal Justice Programs. UTSA also has the best Cyber 

Security courses and degree plan in the continent. The Cyber Security degree plan consists of 

“Intro in telecommunications, Network Security, Info Assurance and security, Intrusion 

detection and incident response” (UTSA Department of Info systems and Cyber Security), and 

much more, in order to assure its students are the top of qualification for their future careers. 

Career Opportunities 

 The most important task in America is finding the right career that fits you. The whole 

reason for going to college is to better prepare yourself for your anticipated career. After a 

promising College career everyone must continue on to new adventures, such as your first job. 

The Criminal Justice/Cyber Security programs at UTSA create a lot of opportunities in finding a 

career. One career that UTSA opens the door to is an Investigative agent at the Alcohol Tabaco 

and Firearms Department(ATF). “Requirements—Superior Academic Achievements: to Qualify 

for SAA, you must have completed all requirements for a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice, 

Sociology, Psychology Political Science or a field of study directly related to this position, and 

meet on of the following 1. A grade point average of “B” (a GPA of 2.95 or higher out of a 

possible 4.0)for all undergraduate courses 2. A grade point average of “B+” (a GPA of 3.45 or 

higher out of a possible 4.0) for all courses in the applicants major field of study)” (Application 

requirements ATF). After researching multiple career options UTSA provides a gateway for 
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entry into every single one of them. With a major in Criminal Justice at the University of Texas 

at San Antonio there is no criminal justice career you cannot get into. 

Conclusion 

 After researching what all UTSA has to offer I have concluded that the University of 

Texas at San Antonio can provide anything needed to progress in any career you intend to 

pursue. UTSA provides an array of courses not just for Criminal Justice and Cyber Security, they 

also have many other courses and degree plans available to the average student willing to put 

forth the effort in completing the classes required. 
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