
AANNNNOOTTAATTEEDD  BBIIBBLLIIOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  
It Is Not as Scary as it Sounds 

 
WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY? 

 

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for 

researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "references" or "works cited" depending on the 

style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the 

author, title, publisher, etc.). 

 

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. 

 

Therefore, an Annotated Bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. 

Depending on your project or the assignment, your annotations may do one or more of the following: 

 

Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. What are the main arguments? 

What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this 

article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your annotations will determine how 

detailed your summary is. 

 

Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. Is it a useful source? How 

does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this 

source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? 

 

Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your 

research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can 

you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?  

 

To summarize: An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each 

citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the 

annotation is to inform the reader of the relevant information you gained from the sources cited.  While 

some annotations are expected to be about 150 words in length, for this assignment, your annotations 

should only be 50-100 words. 
 

THE PROCESS FOR CREATING AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: 

concise exposition, succinct analysis, and informed library research. 

 

First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, documents, and webpages that may 

contain useful information and ideas on your topic. Briefly examine and review the actual items. 

Then choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic. 

 

Cite the book, article, or document using the MLA style. (See the MLA citation guide) 

 

Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book, article, or 

webpage. Include one or more sentences that (a) evaluate the authority or background of the 

author, (b) comment on the intended audience, (c) compare or contrast this work with another 

you have cited, or (d) explain how this work illuminates your bibliography topic. 



HERE IS AN EXAMPLE OF AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY:   

(You should note that the citation is indented for every line after the first and the entire entry is 

double spaced.  You should also note that I have not used any crazy fonts or colors.  MLA 

format is supposed to – and should – look very sophisticated.  You achieve this look by using 

serif fonts and black font color.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A FINAL NOTE 

You should note that the information I have given you in this handout is only a sample to help 

you understand MLA and how to use this format for your research paper.  The examples for 

citation only include some of the possible styles (there are many, many more).  For more 

information, you should do a little research on your own.  You are very fortunate to live in an 

age where information is only as far away as the click of a mouse.  The most effective 

knowledge is that which is acquired on your own.  While I am happy to guide you and point you 

in the right direction, you must take ownership of your own learning. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL SOURCES SHOULD BE LISTED IN 

ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY THE FIRST WORD OF THE CITATION 

(usually the last name of the author or the first word of the title). 
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Annotated Bibliography 

Lamont, Anne. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life. New York: 

Anchor Books, 1995. Print.  Lamont's book offers honest advice on the nature of 

a writing life, complete with its insecurities and failures. Taking a humorous 

approach to the realities of being a writer, the chapters in Lamont’s book are wry 

and anecdotal and offer advice on everything from plot development to jealousy, 

from perfectionism to struggling with one's own internal critic. In the process, 

Lamont includes writing exercises designed to be both productive and fun. 


