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CCIITTAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  BBIIBBLLIIOOGGRRAAPPHHIIEESS  
 

 

MLA FORMAT FOR CITATION: 

In order to create an annotated bibliography, you need to know how to cite your source using the MLA 

format.  You can also go to my website to find a link to an MLA information page.  In addition, I have 

numerous handbooks in my classroom that detail the MLA format.  However, I am going to give you a 

few examples of common sources here for your reference.   

 

Your Annotated Bibliography will be turned in BEFORE your research paper.  You will also include a 

Works Cited page at the end of your research paper (the last page).  For a Works Cited Page, you only 

need to list the citations. 

 

 

BASIC RULES 

 Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have 

the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper. 

 Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation 

marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page. 

 Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries. 

 Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging indent. 

 List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that 

appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-50. 

Note that MLA style uses a hyphen in a span of pages. 

 Use the phrase “Edited by” for editors and “Translated by” for translators of sources. 

 Use the phrase “Accessed” or “Accessed on” for the date of access for electronic sources. 

 MLA 8
th

 edition requires writers to provide URLs (without the http://), DOIs, or permalinks 

for electronic sources. For long URLs, break lines only at slashes. 

 

LISTING AUTHOR NAMES 

Entries are listed alphabetically by the author's last name (or, for entire edited collections, editor 

names). Author names are written last name first; middle names or middle initials follow the first 

name: 

 

Burke, Kenneth 

Levy, David M. 

Wallace, David Foster 

 

Do not list titles (Dr., Sir, Saint, etc.) or degrees (PhD, MA, DDS, etc.) with names. A book listing an 

author named "John Bigbrain, PhD" appears simply as "Bigbrain, John"; do, however, include suffixes 

like "Jr." or "II." Putting it all together, a work by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would be cited as "King, 

Martin Luther, Jr.," with the suffix following the first or middle name and a comma. 

 



MORE THAN ONE WORK BY AN AUTHOR 

If you have cited more than one work by a particular author, order the entries alphabetically by title, 

and use three hyphens in place of the author's name for every entry after the first: 

 

Burke, Kenneth. A Grammar of Motives. [...] 

---. A Rhetoric of Motives. [...] 

 

When an author or collection editor appears both as the sole author of a text and as the first author of a 

group, list solo-author entries first: 

 

Heller, Steven, ed. The Education of an E-Designer.  

Heller, Steven and Karen Pomeroy. Design Literacy: Understanding Graphic Design. 

 

 

WORK WITH NO KNOWN AUTHOR 

Alphabetize works with no known author by their title; use a shortened version of the title in the 

parenthetical citations in your paper. In this case, Boring Postcards USA has no known author: 

 

Baudrillard, Jean. Simulacra and Simulations. [...] 

Boring Postcards USA. [...] 

Burke, Kenneth. A Rhetoric of Motives. [...] 

 

 

CAPITALIZATION AND PUNCTUATION 

 Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles (the, an), 

prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the 

Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose. 

 Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, magazines) and quotation 

marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles) 

 

 



MOST COMMON TYPES OF SOURCES USED IN COLLEGE/CAREER RESEARCH 
 

 

 

MLA FORMAT: 8
TH

 EDITION 

Please note that MLA format calls for everything to be double spaced.  In order to save space and 

paper, I have not double spaced the examples shown here.  All sources should be entered in 

alphabetical order (based on the name or word that begins the citation).  Also remember that there 

should be a hanging indention for all lines after the first in a citation. 

 

 
BOOK: 
Author (Last Name, First Name).  Title of Book.  Publisher, Year. 

 

Example: 

Heller, Nancy G.  Why a painting is Like a Pizza:  A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art.  

Princeton UP, 2002. 

 

 

ESSAY, ARTICLE, OR CHAPTER IN A BOOK: 
Author. "Title of Essay, Article, or Chapter." Title of book, Edited by Editor's name (if applicable), 

Publisher, Year, Page Range of Entry. 

 

Example: 

Fewer, David.  “Making Available:  Existential Inquires.”  In the Public Interest:  The Future of Canadian 

Copyright, Edited by Michael Geist, Irwin law, 2005, 267-284. 

 

 

ENTIRE WEBSITE: 
Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number, Name of 

institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if 

available), URL, DOI, or permalink. Date of access (if applicable). 

 

Examples: 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008, 

owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Accessed 23 Apr. 2008. 

Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003, 

www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/. Accessed 10 May 2006. 

 

 



COURSE OR DEPARTMENT WEBSITES 

Give the instructor name (if available). Then list the title of the course (or the school catalog designation 

for the course) in italics. Give appropriate department and school names as well, following the course title. 

Use the abbreviations U for University and P for Press. 

 

Examples: 

English Department. Purdue U, 20 Apr. 2009, www.cla.purdue.edu/english/. 

Felluga, Dino. Survey of the Literature of England. Purdue U, Aug. 2006, 

web.ics.purdue.edu/~felluga/241/241/Home.html. Accessed 31 May 2007. 

 

 

A PAGE OR ARTICLE ON A WEB SITE 

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the information 

covered above for entire Web sites. If the publisher is the same as the website name, only list it once. The 

date of access should follow the phrase “Accessed” or “Accessed on.” 

 

Example: 

Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-vegetarian-

chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015. 

 

 

AN ARTICLE IN A WEB MAGAZINE 

Provide the author name, article name in quotation marks, title of the Web magazine in italics, publisher 

name, publication date, URL. The date of access should follow the phrase “Accessed” or “Accessed on.”  

 

Example: 

Bernstein, Mark. "10 Tips on Writing the Living Web." A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites, 16 Aug. 

2002, alistapart.com/article/writeliving. Accessed 4 May 2009. 

 

 

A PERSONAL INTERVIEW 

Personal interviews refer to those interviews that you conduct yourself. List the interview by the name of 

the interviewee. Include the descriptor Personal interview and the date of the interview. 

 

Example: 

Purdue, Pete. Personal interview. 1 Dec. 2000. 

 

 

E-MAIL (INCLUDING E-MAIL INTERVIEWS) 

Give the author of the message, followed by the subject line in quotation marks. State to whom to message 

was sent with the phrase, “Received by,” and the recipient’s name. Include the date the message was sent. 

Use standard capitalization. 

 

Examples: 

Kunka, Andrew. "Re: Modernist Literature." Received by John Watts. 15 Nov. 2000. 

Neyhart, David. "Re: Online Tutoring." Received by Joe Barbato. 1 Dec. 2000. 



AN IMAGE (INCLUDING A PAINTING, SCULPTURE, OR PHOTOGRAPH) 

Provide the artist's name, the work of art italicized, the date of creation, the institution and city where the 

work is housed. Follow this initial entry with the name of the Website in italics, the URL (without http://), 

and the date of access. 

 

Example: 

Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid. Museo Nacional del 

Prado, www.museodelprado.es/en/the-collection/art-work/the-family-of-carlos-iv/f47898fc-aa1c-48f6-

a779-71759e417e74. Accessed 22 May 2006. 

Klee, Paul. Twittering Machine. 1922. Museum of Modern Art, New York. The Artchive, 

www.artchive.com/artchive/K/klee/twittering_machine.jpg.html. Accessed May 2006. 

 

If the work is cited on the web only, then provide the name of the artist, the title of the work, and then 

follow the citation format for a website. If the work is posted via a username, use that username for the 

author. 

 

Adams, Clifton R. “People relax beside a swimming pool at a country estate near Phoenix, Arizona, 

1928.” Found, National Geographic Creative, 2 June 2016, natgeofound.tumblr.com/. 

 

 

A YOUTUBE VIDEO 

Video and audio sources need to be documented using the same basic guidelines for citing print sources in 

MLA style. Include as much descriptive information as necessary to help readers understand the type and 

nature of the source you are citing. If the author’s name is the same as the uploader, only cite the author 

once. If the author is different from the uploaded, cite the author’s name before the title. 

 

Examples: 

“8 Hot Dog Gadgets put to the Test.” YouTube, uploaded by Crazy Russian Hacker, 6 June 2016, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs. 

McGonigal, Jane. “Gaming and Productivity.” YouTube, uploaded by Big Think, 3 July 2012, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkdzy9bWW3E. 

  



PPAARREENNTTHHEETTIICCAALL  CCIITTAATTIIOONNSS  
 

 

BASIC IN-TEXT CITATION RULES 

In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is known 

as parenthetical citation. This method involves placing relevant source information in parentheses 

after a quote or a paraphrase. 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

 The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1.) upon the source medium 

(e.g. Print, Web, DVD) and (2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited (bibliography) page. 

 Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information on 

the Works Cited page. More specifically, whatever signal word or phrase you provide to your 

readers in the text, must be the first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of the 

corresponding entry in the Works Cited List. 

 

IN-TEXT CITATIONS FOR PRINT SOURCES WITH KNOWN AUTHOR 

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the 

page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete 

reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or 

in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the 

parentheses, not in the text of your sentence.  

 

Example: 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263).  

 

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263). 

 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 

 

Both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the information in the 

sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named Wordsworth. If readers want more 

information about this source, they can turn to the Works Cited page, where, under the name of Wordsworth, 

they would find the following information: 

Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. London: Oxford U.P., 1967. Print. 

 

Example: 

Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke as "symbol-using animals" (3). 

 

Human beings have been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3). 

 

These examples must correspond to an entry that begins with Burke, which will be the first thing that appears on 

the left-hand margin of an entry in the Works Cited: 

Burke, Kenneth. Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life, Literature, and Method. Berkeley: U of 

California P, 1966. Print. 

 



IN-TEXT CITATIONS FOR PRINT SOURCES WITH NO KNOWN AUTHOR 

When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name. Place the title 

in quotation marks if it's a short work (such as an article) or italicize it if it's a longer work (e.g. plays, books, 

television shows, entire Web sites) and provide a page number. 

 

Example: 

We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because this region has "more readily accessible 

climatic data and more comprehensive programs to monitor and study environmental change . . ." ("Impact" 6). 

 

In this example, since the reader does not know the author of the article, an abbreviated title of the article 

appears in the parenthetical citation which corresponds to the full name of the article which appears first at the 

left-hand margin of its respective entry in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer includes the title in quotation marks 

as the signal phrase in the parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader directly to the source on the Works 

Cited page. The Works Cited entry appears as follows: 

"The Impact of Global Warming in North America." Global Warming: Early Signs. 1999. Web. 

23 Mar. 2009. 

 

 

CITING AUTHORS WITH SAME LAST NAMES 

Sometimes more information is necessary to identify the source from which a quotation is taken. For instance, if 

two or more authors have the same last name, provide both authors' first initials (or even the authors' full name if 

different authors share initials) in your citation. For example: 

Although some medical ethicists claim that cloning will lead to designer children (R. Miller 12), others note that 

the advantages for medical research outweigh this consideration (A. Miller 46). 

 

 

CITING A WORK BY MULTIPLE AUTHORS 

For a source with three or fewer authors, list the authors' last names in the text or in the parenthetical citation. 

 

Examples: 

Smith, Yang, and Moore argue that tougher gun control is not needed in the United States (76). 

 

The authors state "Tighter gun control in the United States erodes Second Amendment rights" (Smith, Yang, and 

Moore 76). 

 

 

For a source with more than three authors, use the work's bibliographic information as a guide for your citation. 

Provide the first author's last name followed by et al. 

 

Examples: 

Jones et al. counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argument by noting that the current spike in gun violence in America 

compels law makers to adjust gun laws (4). 

 

Legal experts counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argument by noting that the current spike in gun violence in 

America compels law makers to adjust gun laws (Jones et al. 4). 

 

 



CITING NON-PRINT OR SOURCES FROM THE INTERNET 

With more and more scholarly work being posted on the Internet, you may have to cite research you have 

completed in virtual environments. While many sources on the Internet should not be used for scholarly work, 

some Web sources are perfectly acceptable for research. When creating in-text citations for electronic, film, or 

Internet sources, remember that your citation must reference the source in your Works Cited. 

 

Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for electronic sources because of the 

absence of page numbers, but often, these sorts of entries do not require any sort of parenthetical citation at all. 

For electronic and Internet sources, follow the following guidelines: 

 Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited entry that corresponds to the citation 

(e.g. author name, article name, website name, film name). 

 You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web browser’s print 

preview function. 

 Unless you must list the Web site name in the signal phrase in order to get the reader to the appropriate 

entry, do not include URLs in-text. Only provide partial URLs such as when the name of the site 

includes, for example, a domain name, like CNN.com or Forbes.com as opposed to writing out 

http://www.cnn.com or http://www.forbes.com. 

 

ELECTRONIC SOURCES 

One online film critic stated that Fitzcarraldo is "...a beautiful and terrifying critique of obsession and 

colonialism" (Garcia, “Herzog: a Life”). 

 

The Purdue OWL is accessed by millions of users every year. Its "MLA Formatting and Style Guide" is one of 

the most popular resources (Stolley et al.). 

 

In the first example, the writer has chosen not to include the author name in-text; however, two entries from the 

same author appear in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer includes both the author’s last name and the article title 

in the parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader to the appropriate entry on the Works Cited page (see 

below). In the second example, “Stolley et al.” in the parenthetical citation gives the reader an author name 

followed by the abbreviation “et al.,” meaning, “and others,” for the article “MLA Formatting and Style Guide.”  

 

Both corresponding Works Cited entries are as follows: 

Garcia, Elizabeth. "Herzog: a Life." Online Film Critics Corner. The Film School of New Hampshire, 2 

May 2002. Web. 8 Jan. 2009. 

Stolley, Karl, et al. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The OWL at Purdue. 10 May 2006. Purdue 

University Writing Lab. 12 May 2006 . 

 

WHEN A CITATION IS NOT NEEDED 

Common sense and ethics should determine your need for documenting sources. You do not need to give 

sources for familiar proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge. Remember, this is a rhetorical 

choice, based on audience. If you're writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for example, they'll 

have different expectations of what constitutes common knowledge. 

 
 

SOURCE: 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2012. Web. 7 Mar. 2013. 

<http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/> 


