
13 OCTOBER 2016 
BELL WORK 

 Locate your essay from yesterday. 
 Be in your seat with your device stowed when the bell rings. 
 
BELL WORK: 

 There is a rubric on your desk.  
 For bell work, read through the SAT RUBRIC on the 

rubric and highlight key ideas for each of the score 
points. 



SAT RUBRIC OVERVIEW 

 Reading 
 How well did you understand the text?  
 Did you pick good examples (text evidence)? 

 

 Analysis 
 How effective is your analysis? 
 Do you provide relevant support for your thesis? 

 

 Writing 
 How effective is your writing? 
 Is your writing sophisticated and mostly error-free? 



EVALUATING YOUR WRITING 

 Highlight Your Thesis PINK 
 Your thesis should look like this: 

 

In “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,”  

Martin Luther King, Jr., uses      

and      to show that    

        . 

one rhetorical appeal 

one rhetorical strategy 

insert author’s purpose—what is King trying to do/show in the letter? 



EVALUATING YOUR WRITING 

 Highlight Your Topic Sentences BLUE. 
 Your topic sentences should look like this: 

 
King uses      to show that 
       . 
 
King uses      to show that 
       . 

rhetorical appeal from thesis 

rhetorical strategy from thesis 

insert the effect of the rhetorical appeal 

insert the effect of the rhetorical strategy 



EVALUATING YOUR WRITING 

 Highlight your FIRST quotation sandwich in 
each paragraph ORANGE. 
 

 Highlight your SECOND quotation sandwich in 
each paragraph GREEN. 
 

 If you have a third, highlight the third ORANGE. 
 If you have a fourth, highlight the fourth GREEN. 

 
 This includes context, textual evidence, and commentary. 
 Your textual evidence should be embedded. 
 You should have at least two sentences of commentary. 



EVALUATING YOUR WRITING 

 Did you provide context? 
 Is your evidence effectively embedded? 

 
 In paragraph 14, King is trying to show the struggle 

of African Americans. He vividly describes how 
“hate-filled policemen curse, kick, and even kill [his] 
back brothers and sisters” (King 14). 
 

 “hate filled policemen curse, kick, and even kill your 
black brothers and sisters” (King 14). 



EVALUATING YOUR WRITING 

 Do you have at least two sentences of commentary? 
 Does the commentary explain the PURPOSE of the 

rhetorical appeal/strategy? 
 Is there discussion connecting to author’s purpose? 

 
 Policemen are supposed to be representatives of law 

and the protectors of society; however, King juxtaposes 
this image of the policeman against the atrocious acts 
of violence that are committed against African-
Americans.  King believed in nonviolent protests, but 
the nonviolence of his supporters was often met with 
the violence of the very people who are supposed to 
protect the innocent.  By presenting this reality in such 
a direct and harsh way, King creates compassion and 
sympathy for African-Americans. 



EVALUATING YOUR WRITING 

 Do you have at least two sentences of commentary? 
 Does the commentary explain the PURPOSE of the 

rhetorical appeal/strategy? 
 Is there discussion connecting to author’s purpose? 

 
 King is using pathos here because he shows that 

African Americans are mistreated. This is pathos 
because it makes you feel sad for the people who 
are treated this way. It is wrong for police officers 
to treat people this way. That is why this is pathos. 
 

 
 

  
 



EVALUATING YOUR WRITING 

 Highlight the Summary Sentence in each 
paragraph YELLOW. 
 The summary sentence is not more commentary.  
 It should conclude the paragraph by referencing both 

the topic sentence idea (purpose of device) and the 
general idea of the thesis (author’s purpose). 



SCORE YOUR ESSAY 

 Using the rubric provided, score your essay for 
each of the three categories. 
 

 On your essay page (or a separate sheet of paper), 
write out what you could/should do to make 
a higher score. 



FOR THE REMAINDER OF CLASS: 
Begin making improvements by adding context, 
embedding textual evidence, adding to your 
commentary, fixing grammatical errors, etc. 



ESSAY OUTLINE 
1. Introduction 

• Hook 
• Bridge 
• Thesis 

2. Body Paragraph 1 
• Topic Sentence 
• Quotation Sandwich (Context + Text Evidence + Commentary) 
• Quotation Sandwich (Context + Text Evidence + Commentary) 
• Summary Sentence 

3. Body Paragraph 2 
• Topic Sentence 
• Quotation Sandwich (Context + Text Evidence + Commentary) 
• Quotation Sandwich (Context + Text Evidence + Commentary) 
• Summary Sentence 

4. Body Paragraph 3-4 (optional) 
5. Concluding Statement 

• restate the general idea of the thesis 

Remember: 
 
You can have more than two 
quotation sandwiches in a paragraph. 
 
You can have more than two  
body paragraphs. 
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