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THESIS STATEMENT 

 For RHETORICAL 
ANALYSIS: 

 

In “Letter from a Birmingham 

Jail,” Martin Luther King, Jr., 

uses      

to show   

    

    

    . 

Thesis 
Statement 



THESIS STATEMENT 
 For RHETORICAL 

ANALYSIS: 
 

In “Letter from a Birmingham 

Jail,” Martin Luther King, Jr., 

uses appeals or strategies 

to show author’s purpose   

(this can be found in the   

actual writing prompt) 

    . 

Thesis 
Statement 

DEVICES: 
Ethos, Pathos, Logos 
Anaphora, Metaphor, 
Antithesis, Allusions, 
Hyperbole 
 
AUTHOR’S PURPOSE: 
Use wording from the prompt! 



THESIS STATEMENT 

 EXAMPLE: 
 

In “Letter from a Birmingham 

Jail,” Martin Luther King, Jr., 

uses an appeal to logos and  

antithesis    

to show why his actions  

within the civil rights   

movement are so important . 

Thesis 
Statement 

DEVICES: 
Ethos, Pathos, Logos 
Anaphora, Metaphor, 
Antithesis, Allusions, 
Hyperbole 
 
AUTHOR’S PURPOSE: 
Use wording from the prompt! 



TOPIC SENTENCES  Should include: 
 Strategy or appeal 
 Specific purpose (how the 

appeal/strategy is used in the 
passage) 

 

King uses appeal or strategy  

to show that specific purpose   

that explains how the appeal   

or strategy is used in the  

passage   . 

Topic Sentence 



TOPIC SENTENCES 
 EXAMPLE 
 

King uses ethos   

to show that he has    

credibility with his audience 

of white clergymen  . 

Topic Sentence 



CONCRETE DETAILS & COMMENTARY 
 Should Include 

 TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
(examples of the type of 
appeal or strategy) 

 Should be embedded (provide 
context for what is happening 
at the time). 

 Should include a paragraph 
citation: 
 EXAMPLE: 
 I want to make sure that I 

“embed my fabulous quotation 
from the story” (King 7). 
 

 COMMENTARY should 
EXPLAIN how the example 
helps to ACHIEVE King’s 
purpose 

Concrete 
Detail 

Concrete 
Detail 

Commentary Commentary 



EMBEDDING TEXTUAL EVIDENCE: 
THE QUOTATION SANDWICH 

 Context/Claim (explain argument) 
   + 
 Textual Evidence (word-for-word) 
   + 
 Commentary (connect to purpose) 

The goal here is to 
connect DEVICE to 

PURPOSE or MEANING 



EXAMPLE OF QUOTATION SANDWICH 

In paragraph 14, King is trying to show the struggle 
of African Americans. He vividly describes how 
“hate-filled policemen curse, kick, and even kill [his] 
back brothers and sisters” (King 14). Policemen are 
supposed to be representatives of law and the 
protectors of society; however, King juxtaposes this 
image of the policeman against the atrocious acts of 
violence that are committed against African-
Americans.  King believed in nonviolent protests, but 
the nonviolence of his supporters was often met with 
the violence of the very people who are supposed to 
protect the innocent.  By presenting this reality in 
such a direct and harsh way, King creates 
compassion and sympathy for African-Americans. 



EXAMPLE OF QUOTATION SANDWICH 

In paragraph 14, King is trying to show the struggle 
of African Americans. He vividly describes how 
“hate-filled policemen curse, kick, and even kill [his] 
back brothers and sisters” (King 14). Policemen are 
supposed to be representatives of law and the 
protectors of society; however, King juxtaposes this 
image of the policeman against the atrocious acts of 
violence that are committed against African-
Americans.  King believed in nonviolent protests, but 
the nonviolence of his supporters was often met with 
the violence of the very people who are supposed to 
protect the innocent.  By presenting this reality in 
such a direct and harsh way, King creates 
compassion and sympathy for African-Americans. 

Context 
explained 
clearly 



EXAMPLE OF QUOTATION SANDWICH 

In paragraph 14, King is trying to show the struggle 
of African Americans. He vividly describes how 
“hate-filled policemen curse, kick, and even kill [his] 
back brothers and sisters” (King 14). Policemen are 
supposed to be representatives of law and the 
protectors of society; however, King juxtaposes this 
image of the policeman against the atrocious acts of 
violence that are committed against African-
Americans.  King believed in nonviolent protests, but 
the nonviolence of his supporters was often met with 
the violence of the very people who are supposed to 
protect the innocent.  By presenting this reality in 
such a direct and harsh way, King creates 
compassion and sympathy for African-Americans. 

Textual 
evidence 
(embedded) 



EXAMPLE OF QUOTATION SANDWICH 

In paragraph 14, King is trying to show the struggle 
of African Americans. He vividly describes how 
“hate-filled policemen curse, kick, and even kill [his] 
back brothers and sisters” (King 14). Policemen are 
supposed to be representatives of law and the 
protectors of society; however, King juxtaposes this 
image of the policeman against the atrocious acts of 
violence that are committed against African-
Americans.  King believed in nonviolent protests, but 
the nonviolence of his supporters was often met with 
the violence of the very people who are supposed to 
protect the innocent.  By presenting this reality in 
such a direct and harsh way, King creates 
compassion and sympathy for African-Americans. 

Commentary 
(at least two 
sentences) 



IMPORTANT NOTE: 
You can have as many as FOUR quotation 
sandwiches in a paragraph, but you should not 
have less than TWO. My outline provides space 
for TWO. 



SUMMARY SENTENCE 

 Should: 
 Bring the paragraph to a 

conclusion and tie back to 
your AUTHOR’S PURPOSE 
(from the thesis) and 
transition to the next point. 

Summary Sentence 



BUILDING BODY PARAGRAPHS 

 Topic Sentence 
 

 Quotation Sandwich 
 
 

 Quotation Sandwich 
 

 (may have 1-2 more Quotations Sandwiches for a 
possible total of FOUR quotation sandwiches) 
 

 Summary Sentence 

Context/Claim 
Textual Evidence 
Commentary 

Context/Claim 
Textual Evidence 
Commentary 



ESSAY OUTLINE 
1. Introduction 

• Hook 
• Bridge 
• Thesis 

2. Body Paragraph 1 
• Topic Sentence 
• Quotation Sandwich 
• Quotation Sandwich 
• Summary Sentence 

3. Body Paragraph 2 
• Topic Sentence 
• Quotation Sandwich 
• Quotation Sandwich 
• Summary Sentence 

4. Body Paragraph 3 (optional) 
5. Concluding Statement 

• restate the general idea of the thesis 

Remember: 
 
You can have more than two 
quotation sandwiches in a paragraph. 
 
You can have more than two  
body paragraphs. 
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