
Embedded Quotations 
(keep this handout FOREVER!) 

 
ALL QUOTATIONS must be introduced in your writing. Quotations cannot just "appear" in your writing as if they plopped down 
from the sky like little rain drops. Readers must be prepared for all quotations. If any sentence in your writing begins with a 
quotation, your writing may be in trouble. 
 
Since you are the writer, ALL QUOTATIONS must be a part of a sentence that you wrote. Three ways to introduce quotations 
follow: 
 
A. Rolls Royce (most impressive; demonstrates that you are a sophisticated writer) 
 
Incorporate the quotation into a sentence that you have already begun: 
 
1.  Realizing how hurt Piggy is, Ralph cannot decide "between the two courses of apology or further insult" (Golding 23). 
2.  Smokers continually "infringe on the rights of others when they light up in confined places such as elevators and 

restrooms" (Thompson 22). 
3.  Evidence of a plane crash was "visible in the trees; there were the splintered trunks and then the drag, leaving only a 

fringe of palms between the scar and sea" (Golding 27). 
 
Notice the lack of punctuation before the quotation and the lack of capitalization at the beginning of the quotation. Treat the 
quotation as if it were just another phrase you were adding to end your sentence; punctuate and capitalize accordingly. 
 
Remember YOU begin the sentence and start the quotation where you need to. No ellipsis (...) is needed if you delete words at 
the beginning of a quotation. You have permission to start quoting anywhere. However, after you have started to quote, you 
must use an ellipsis to indicate missing words or phrases in the middle of the quotation. 
 
B. Cadillac (acceptable, but not as impressive or sophisticated) 
 
Introduce the quotation with a complete sentence. This is what most students are doing anyway when they "plop" quotations in 
a paper. All you have to do is put a colon after the sentence preceding the quotation and begin the quotation with a capital letter. 
This time the quotation must be a complete sentence. 
 
1.  Ralph's common sense is evident in the novel: "If a ship comes near the island they may not notice us. So we must make 

smoke on top of the mountain... a fire" (Golding 34). 
2.  Second hand smoke has been proven lethal: "Cases are now being documented where people whose parents smoked 

are getting lung cancer when they themselves have not smoked" ("Truth" C4). 
3.  Winston knows what will happen to him inevitably: "Whether he went on with the diary, or whether he did not go on with 

it, made no difference. The Thought Police would get him just the same" (Orwell 8). 
 
C. Ford Focus (practical; gets the job done) 
 
It's the way we are most accustomed to quoting what someone says. 
 
1.  Jack cried, "We'll have rules... Lots of rules!" (Golding 33). 
2.  During the meeting, Ralph interrupts, "We've got to talk about this fear and decide there's nothing in it" (Golding 82). 
3.  Piggy begs Ralph not to quit being chief when he asserts, "[Jack] hates me. I dunno why. If he could do what he wanted-- 

you're all right, he respects you" (Golding 93). 
 
This method requires a comma before the quotation and a capital letter to begin the quotation.  
 
Often this is the best method to introduce a spoken quotation. However, you should master Rolls Royce and Cadillac. Strive for 
the Rolls Royce 100% of the time, but realize that it just might not work in all situations. 
 


