
Introductions and Conclusions 
Every essay must begin with an introduction that grabs the reader's attention and sets the 

tone for the essay and end with a conclusion that brings the essay to a satisfying close. 
 

Introductions 
In our class, every essay that you write must begin with an introduction that presents an attention getter (one of the 

types listed below), a bridge (the transition between your attention getter and thesis), and a thesis statement. 
 

 
Attention Getters 

 
ALERT. ALERT. ALERT. 

• Do not present any evidence or arguments to support your thesis in your introductory paragraph.  
• Do not list the reasons you plan to discuss in your essay. 
• If it is not on this list, it is not an acceptable type of introduction.  

The following are not acceptable: 
- Telling the reader to do something: “Imagine that you are a princess…” 
- Using a fix-it in your attention getter: “There are millions of people in this world who have never 

tasted cotton candy.” “The feeling when your girlfriend dumps you is terrible.” 
- Using any type of attention getter NOT LISTED on this sheet. Ask your teacher if you have questions! 

 
 
1. Rhetorical Question: 
 

A rhetorical question IS… A rhetorical question IS NOT… 
 a creative, thought provoking, interesting 

question meant to engage your reader 
 a question that can be answered with yes or no 

 challenging because there should not be a 
clear answer 

 the question your essay addresses (e.g. if your essay 
is about whether or not Atticus Finch is a hero, your 
rhetorical question cannot be “What makes Atticus 
Finch a hero?”) 

 something your reader might not have 
considered before you asked it 

 easy to write! 

 
2. Narrative/Anecdote- A short, interesting story that leads into your bridge/introduction. This could be a 

story about yourself or the topic at hand. It should be creative, have voice, and engage the reader’s 
interest. 

 
3. Cause-Effect/Problem-Solution- If your essay will discuss the effects of a situation, you can describe 

the situation in your introduction. Alternately, if your essay will discuss the causes of a situation, your 
introduction can describe the effects. You must be careful not to provide evidence with this type of 
introduction, but if you write it well it can be powerful and highly effective.  

 
4. Definition- If you are dealing with a topic whose exact meaning may be vague or easily confused, it is 

helpful to present the definition of terms as an attention step. Avoid defining a term that your audience 
most likely already knows. They might find your introduction boring, or even worse, insulting! That will 
have the opposite effect that an introduction should have. 

 



5. Illustration- While you may not provide evidence in your introduction, you can provide an example or 
illustration that you will not use in your essay. 

 
6. Statement of Opposing View- An unusual technique for creating interest in a topic is to build up one 

side of a discussion or argument for the express purpose of having the thesis change to a contrasting 
view. While this type of introduction can be effective, be sure to avoid overstatements like “No one 
believes…”; instead use limiting words like “Some people believe that…” 

 
7. Pertinent Quotation- If you happen across a quotation from an important authority or a famous 

personality, or a fragment of verse or prose which can be shown to be relevant to your thesis, take 
advantage of its inborn interest quality as an attention step. Remember to give credit to your source! 
However, avoid using quotations that are only vaguely linked to your topic. A quotation must be 
meaningful to be interesting, and it is your job as a writer to make sure the connection is clear. 

 
8. Comparison or Contrast- In this type of introduction, the author either compares or contrasts a situation 

or idea to another situation or idea. For example, the author could use references to real or fictional 
people, events, or situations. Different techniques to compare or contrast could include allusions, similes, 
metaphors, or analogies. 

 
9. Startling Statistic- If your essay is on a topic of current interest, provide shocking or surprising 

information to grab your reader's attention. Remember to give credit to your source! Your statistic must 
be real and it must be meaningful. 

 
 
The Bridge 

 
The bridge is the part of your introductory paragraph that takes the reader from your attention getter to 
your thesis statement. 
 
Check out the bridge on this statement of opposing view introduction (in italics): 
 
Some people might say that Little Chuck Little is no gentleman. They would consider his lack of shoes 
horrifying. They would express disdain at his less than fancy attire. They would judge his colloquial speech as 
an indication of a lack of class. However, these minor issues are simply distractions. In truth, Little Chuck Little 
is quite a gentleman. 
 
The attention getter states an idea contrary to the thesis statement, but the bridge builds a connection 
between the two ideas. 
 
  



Conclusions 
Just as your paper needs to begin with an interesting introductory paragraph, it needs to end with an 
effective conclusion. Which type of conclusion will work best can depend on the type of paper you are 
writing. Use the tips below to write an effective conclusion. So what should you do? Below are some 
effective techniques for concluding your paper. 
 
A Note on Length: 

Your conclusion should be roughly the same length as your introduction. Since you are not providing 
evidence and arguments to support your thesis in your conclusion, it should not be as long as a body 
paragraph. 

 
Technique 1: Bookending 

Invoke the attention-getter that you used in your introduction to bring your paper full circle. Explain 
why the ideas in your paper have made your introduction more meaningful. This type of introduction is 
effective since, by ending where you started, your reader will have a sense of closure. It conveys that 
your essay was well planned and cohesive from beginning to end. 

 
Technique 2: Bow Tie/Hour Glass 

Picture a triangle that is wide at the top and narrow at the bottom touching a triangle that is narrow at 
the top and wide at the bottom—like an hourglass. This image represents another effective technique 
for pairing your introduction and conclusion. Your introduction begins with an attention getter that is a 
broad idea and then it moves to a narrow idea (your thesis). An effective technique for your conclusion 
is to begin with the narrow idea of your thesis, and then broaden out to the bigger idea of why your 
paper has covered an important idea. You can connect to why the ideas in your paper were important 
to society, important to the author (either you or the author you are writing a paper about), or 
important to any potential reader (but do not use the informal “you”).  

 
Technique 3: Chronological 

Sometimes, your paper will follow a chronology or narrative. In this case, a natural way to end your 
paper is with the resolution to the story you are telling. Present the resolution of the story, the ways in 
which the story has made a change, and/or why the change is important. Note: a narrative introduction 
can begin a story completed in a chronological conclusion. 

 
Mistakes to avoid 
You will want to avoid these common pitfalls in your introduction:  

• Just as you should not provide information or evidence in your introduction, you should not include 
new information or arguments in your conclusion. Your essay should present your complete 
argument, so throwing in new ideas at the end can imply that your paper was not comprehensive.  

• Also, avoid statements like “These were just a few reasons why…” Again, you do not want to imply 
that your paper left out information your reader might want to know.  

• Avoid a conclusion that simply repeats your introduction or summarizes the ideas in your paper. 
Your conclusion needs to be interesting and insightful. 

 
Special Note for Timed Writings 
In many ways, timed writings are different from process papers. While you should strive to include a complete, 
effective, thoughtful conclusion in a timed writing, you might find yourself racing the clock. In a case where you must 
end your paper quickly, it is better to end your paper with some conclusion than with no conclusion. In a case where 
you have just a moment to end a paper, close it with a “concluding statement” rather than a full concluding 
paragraph. Use a transition word or phrase and restate your thesis idea. The same rules apply—no new ideas, no 
“these are just a few reasons why…”—but this way your paper will have a clear concluding idea instead of nothing. 
This is not an effective option for process papers. 
 


